advocacy news

State Funding Update

The FY 2008 budget is still
being worked on in both the
House and Senate. Please
continue to deliver this
three-fold message to your
legislators and the Governor:

1) We are disappointed that
funding for Alzheimer pro-
grams was cut from the
Governor's proposed budget;

2) Please restore the
Alzheimer’s Information
Network line-item in the
Healthy Michigan Fund
portion of the Community
Health budget;

3) Please address Michigan's
structural deficit by consider-
ing any and all means of
generating revenue.

Messages can be sent to
Representatives using
http://house.michigan.gov.
and to Senators using
http://senate.michigan.gov.

Use this link to send a
message to the Governor:
www.michigan.gov/gov. Click
the “Contact the Governor”
link on the right.
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State Threatens Cuts to Ml Choice

In addition to reduced funding for
Alzheimer programs and services, the
state’s budget crisis is resulting in possible
severe cuts to the Medicaid Ml Choice
Waiver program. Seniors and persons
with disabilities use this program to help
pay for long-term care services in the
community.

Michigan’s budget problems have focused
a spotlight on all programs “over budget,”
including MI Choice which is $17 million
over its $100 million budget. While the
program is in line with the Governor'’s
Long Term Care Task Force recommenda-
tions and had support of key legislators
and the Governor, current funding levels
are not sufficient to meet the needs of
people who wish to receive care in the
home. Honoring people’s choice of where
to live is cost-effective, with Ml Choice
spending an average of $40 per day and
nursing homes spending an average of
$140 per day.

If the legislature cannot address covering
the $17 million shortfall, enrollment in the
MI Choice program will be closed. Because
of the importance of Medicaid funding and
the need for long-term care options for
persons with Alzheimer’s disease, this is
an important issue to address with our
legislators.

107 Aprill Drive, Suite 1
Ann Arbor, M| 48103
800.272.3900

Michigan Great Lakes Chapter
serving 23 counties
with offices in Lansing, Kalamazoo and Muskegon




